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ten days' rations. In case of necessity the army has a suffi-
cient supply train to furnish additional provisions to either
of these columns.

Should the main body be attacked at Chattanooga by a
superior force, the nature of the country is such as to ad-
mit of a very strong defence against greatly superior num-
bers, while it would be a matter of great danger to the
enemy to throw forward a heavy force from their base of
operations, while they were menaced on the right and on
the left.

I should think it almost impossible that there could be
any failure in this plan of campaign. It might all have
been accomplished a month ago. I think on that day
Chattanooga might have been permanently occupied, for
on this day one month ago my troops from the north side
of the river drove the enemy from the town of Chattanooga.
I think now the whole work can be accomplished in tea
days, and that a series of successes extending from Atlanta
in Georgia throughout Eastern Tennessee up to North,
Carolina might be achieved in rapid succession.

I do not know what disposition has been, made of the
troops recently before Corinth, under the command of Gen-
eral Halleck; certainly this entire army is not now required
along the line of the Memphis and Charleston Railroad;
and I have supposed some strong point fifty or sixty miles
south of Corinth would be strongly fortified and garrisoned
with a force sufficient to render it impossible to reduce this
work without a siege train.

It is not difficult to defend the bridges of a railway
against roving bands of infantry or cavalry. The bridge
guards along the railways, under my charge, constructed
little wooden forts * of various forms, all of such strength
as to increase their power of resistance in a tenfold ratio.
These little works now extend for hundreds of miles along
the railways of middle Tennessee and northern Alabama.

If, therefore, a fortress were constructed for the defence
of so much of the Memphis and Charleston Railroad as

1 General Sherman afterwards found these forts invaluable.insure the success of all the ott
